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VISION: 

As believers in Christ we are: 

●Inviting 

●Loving 

●Growing 

MISSION: 

North Creek Presbyterian Church invites people inside and outside the congregation into a 

relationship with Christ, learning and growing together from the beginnings of faith 

toward spiritual maturity. We live out God’s love for us through deepening relationships 

with one another, serving our community and engaging mission worldwide. 

 

GOALS: 

● Gospel Outreach:  Purposefully reaching out to those inside and outside our church 

walls to bring the good News of Jesus’ love for each person to each person. 

 Disciple Formation: The intentional process of becoming mature in the faith as  

 followers of Jesus Christ. 

● Relational Fellowship:  Providing opportunities to develop meaningful relationships as 

we live out Christ’s love for us together in community. 
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REPORT FROM LEAD PASTOR DAVID CASSON 

Among the many powerful and significant memories I have from following Christ with you through 2015, one 

memory stands out as particularly beautiful.  It stands out because—simply and without words—it 

concentrated into one visual tableau what I’m convinced was happening among us all year in somewhat less 

visible ways.  It was that moment in Easter worship when twenty-nine of you stood up and silently told the 

story of what Jesus has meant in your life using just two sides of a scrap of cardboard; we called it our 

cardboard testimonies. 
 

Because when you think about it, testimony, telling our story, 

witnessing to what we’ve experienced in Jesus, is at the center of 

what it means to be following Jesus together.  And in that 

beautiful moment we found the courage to drop pretension and 

posturing and tell that story with honesty and vulnerability.  We 

were honest about the extent of our brokenness, but also honest 

about the reality of Christ’s healing.  And the rich variety of our 

stories—some with miraculous endings, some still in progress—testified to the varied shape of Christ’s 

Resurrection power in our lives. 
 

That, I believe, is what was going on every day of 2015, in all the diverse activities described in this report.  It 

happened every Sunday morning in worship.  It happened as believers of different ages 

told their stories to each other in the Fellowship Hall, in Sunday school, in SBC.  It 

happened through our remarkable Season of Faith in Action (SOFIA) as, over six 

months, those grateful for Christ’s healing love fanned out throughout the community, 

carrying that love into elementary schools, Pateros home sites, and the Nightwatch 

soup kitchen (to name a few).  It happened as we partnered with brothers and sisters 

in Haiti, Uganda, and Russia.  Each of these was a different way you were telling your 

story of healing and redemption. 
 

Looking ahead, I’m eager for the new ways we’ll tell the story of Christ’s resurrection 

power in 2016.  Our focus for the coming year will be sending: identifying the “apostles” among us, validating 

and equipping them, and sending them ahead of us into the community (details soon).  We have an 

energized and talented staff and a motivated group of elders and deacons to lead us there.  Two additions to 

that staff, Sean Lian and Nathan Wagner, joined us in 2015 and are already helping us live into our vision of 

intergenerational disciple-making (aka “sticky faith”).  And you added a clear vote of confidence on 

Consecration Sunday with a nearly 20% increase in pledges.  

Here’s what gets me excited: through this congregation, in the 

year ahead, the Risen Christ will be creating new “cardboard 

testimonies” for people we haven’t even yet met! 
 

Grateful to be telling Jesus’ story with you! 

    And this is the testimony:  

God has given us eternal life, 

and this life is in his Son. 

     – 1 John 5:11 
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REPORT FROM ASSOCIATE PASTOR KURT HELMCKE 

In 2015, in the season of Lent, God did something transformative in my life.  Along with a whole bunch of 

fellow disciples, I learned how to be more of a grateful person with the help of Ann Voskamp, author of the 

book 1,000 Gifts.  The practice of recording in a journal all the blessings of grace God poured into my life is 

something that changed my outlook and reinstalled hopeful energy in my walk with Christ.  The cool thing is 

that I wasn't alone - Lent class participants and youth group members (studying the same thing under the 

title "Treasure Hunters - Relentlessly Seeking Signs of God's Grace") experienced what likely amounted to a 

combined figure of tens - perhaps hundreds - of thousands of blessings. Truth is, the numbers aren't 

important - it's what the exercise of counting teaches us: That Jesus is present in our lives on a daily basis, 

blessing us moment by moment as we face challenges and rejoice in the life God's given us. 

 

I'm tempted to list all the blessings I noticed in my pastoral 

ministry in 2015, but we don't have enough paper to print them 

all.  So I've decided to walk through a series of snapshots of 

God's grace in the midst of my ministry.  It's a tour of the 

community and beyond, all involving a congregational ministry 

that has an impact on the surrounding neighborhood and 

beyond.  For all of these I am extremely grateful! 

 

Martha Lake - Another immersion baptism at this community 

park reminds me of all the baptisms God brought about in our 

church last year. 

 

McCollum Park - Summer Bible Camp in the community, kids and adult leaders together being refreshed by 

Jesus who is the living water.  I'll not soon forget the welcome to new families that happened at our mid-

week ice cream social.  I rejoice in Nathan Wagner's presence as our new Director of Children's Ministry, and 

the fresh energy he brings to our family ministry. 

 

McMenamins Mill Creek Pub - I don't know what it looked like 

from the pub staff when 14 Christian men walked in the door 

that first Thursday "pub chat" about our reading of a book on 

the life of David.  But we were warmly welcomed and we 

connected with one another in Christ. 

 

The Parks in Mill Creek - What a thrill, going house to house 

asking for food donations for our SOFIA food drive along with a 

couple of NCPC families, and with each donation we collected, 

God's blessings flowed. Praise God for all the local SOFIA 

mission projects! 

Men's book group pub chat 

Baptism at Martha Lake 
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Challenger, Horizon, and Woodside Elementary Schools - Again we gathered to serve these schools God has 

placed in a position to bless many great families who face some significant challenges.  The smiles on 

teachers' faces and notes of appreciation tell a wonderful story of God's love in action. 

 

Swedish Hospital Edmonds - Thinking of time spent caring for congregation members and their families in 

this hospital and others, in homes surrounded by family members, and in the Sanctuary as we remembered 

the lives of some amazing saints and anchored ourselves to God's eternal promises in Christ. 

 

St. James Cathedral - A memorable field trip with the Confirmation Class to this Seattle landmark reminds me 

of all the highlights of another class of students learning the faith and considering how they might walk with 

Christ for the rest of their lives.  Students reading their statements of faith and elders anointing and praying 

for them - what a powerful scene! 

 

Camp Casey, Whidbey Island, Washington - At the Senior High retreat, we relaxed and allowed the Spirit to 

teach us about forgiveness.  God continues to bless teenagers' lives through Christ, and all of us through their 

partnership in the gospel life.  I'm so grateful for our new Director of Youth Ministry, Sean Lian, who jumped 

right in discipling youth and developing intergenerational experiences in Christian community! 

 

Friday Harbor, Washington - Guest preaching at the church in this fair town reminds me of all of God's 

people in the Northwest Coast Presbytery and the year I've spent as moderator of the presbytery's Executive 

Board. 

 

Central Washington - Add together frequent trips to Ellensburg to see a 

daughter who's a student at CWU, the fact that our presbytery now 

includes all PC(USA) churches in this region, and our NCPC mission work 

building houses in fire-ravaged communities like Pateros.  It all results in 

praise! 

 

Darien, Connecticut - Finally, I need to mention my trip to this town in the 

far-reaching suburbs of NYC to preach at the Installation Service for former 

Youth Director, Jimmy McPherson. I treasure every relationship God invites 

me into as a pastor here at NCPC. 

 

The blessings from our triune God will keep on flowing in 2016 and 

beyond! 

 

Together in Christ, 

REPORT FROM ASSOCIATE PASTOR KURT HELMCKE 

Family night dressed up as Captain Hook  
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DISCIPLE FORMATION 

Adult Education Ministry Team 
 

The Adult Education Ministry Team had a busy and productive year in 2015.  Working with two different 
scenarios, ACE and F3, the team provided quality, Bible-based instruction on Sunday mornings through the ACE 
program, and provided meals and delightful Christian speakers during the summer F3 series. 
 

A quick rundown of the programs offered by ACE: 

Jan. 11: Kurt Helmcke led us in a kick-off meeting for the Winter/Spring ACE series. 

Jan. 18, 23, & Feb 1: Bill Bell taught More Hard Sayings of Jesus – Part II.  What does it 
mean when we talk about a “love that hates,” the sin “that is never forgiven,” “lead us 
not into temptation?” 

Feb. 8 and 15: Harold and Meg McClure led a study of Hebrews and its faith-building 
message that is so relevant to today’s world. 

Feb. 22 and Mar. 1: Don Lichty taught a class on a study of the Holy Spirit, as revealed in 
the gospels of the New Testament. 

Mar. 8 and 15: John Osborne shared two weeks of reflections on R. C. Sproul, one of 
Christianity’s current great teachers and his book, Knowing Christianity. 

Mar. 22: Will McMahan told us about his 82-day, 4,000-mile bicycle trip across 
America and how that time and effort was used by God to increase his faith and 
acknowledge his dependence on his Creator. 

Palm Sunday and Easter: No classes were held. 

Apr. 12 and 19: Joe Upton and Gail Everett did their concluding presentations on 
the wartime addresses of C. S. Lewis and how those uplifting messages to the 
British people of WWII became the basis for his classic book, Mere Christianity. 

Apr. 26, May 3 and 10: Teri Howe shared many insights from her year-long, Fuller 
Seminary-sponsored Bible study and training curriculum on “Integrating Faith and 
Work.” 

May 17: Rae Stephenson gave background and insights into the life of Martin 
Luther and how those life experiences impacted his theology and writings. 
 

F3 had three programs in the summer of 2015: 

July 15: Kurt Helmcke shared background and issues 
concerning the Belhar Confession, now up for approval by PC
(USA) as an addition to our Book of Confessions. 

July 29: Annemarie Russell from Trinity Lutheran College 
not only sang for us, but also told us about the adoption of 
their youngest son from China and the challenges that has 
presented. 

Aug. 12: Marty Folsom from SPU brought insights into how to relate not only to each other, but also to God 
– and what that means to our families and our faith. 

Nov. 1, 8, and 15: Kurt led us on an ACE World Tour, starting with the Lost Chinese Church of 635 AD and 
ending with Simone Sterling telling us about her ‘Year of Missions’ (11 countries in 12 months).  It was an 
awesome and eye-opening way to end the year. 
 

To those who shared these times with us: we thank you and pray you were blessed by them. 

ADULT MINISTRIES – REA STEPHENSON, ELDER 
Pam Bruning, Chair 
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DISCIPLE FORMATION 

MOPS 
 

The MOPS moms and children (MOPPETS) are having a great 
year!  We have Mentor Moms from our church serving our 
moms, and volunteers caring for the children as the moms meet 
together.  Our MOPS families are connecting as a community and 
serving our greater Mill Creek community together. 
 
At the beginning of the school year, we had a dynamic speaker on 
child safety.  During the holidays, we had a speaker on making 
family traditions and God's love story for us as an individual. 
 
In December, MOPS moms gave nine full food baskets to Hand in 
Hand in South Everett, totaling 750+ meals for families in 
need.  The mission of Hand in Hand is close to our hearts as 
fellow moms.  Hand in Hand supports foster families and offers 
prevention and family stabilization resources.  MOPS families 
contributed food items to the baskets and filled them at our 
Christmas meeting.   
 
My goal for 2016 is for our MOPS moms to deepen their 
friendships with each other, explore the love God has for them, 
grow as a community, and serve our community in a meaningful, 
everlasting way. 
 
Thank you to North Creek Presbyterian Church for your support 
of MOPS!  It is wonderful to go to church on Sunday and see all of 
my MOPS friends! 
 
Brooke Yule and I enjoy serving as co-coordinators of 
MOPS!  Brooke Yule stepped up to co-coordinate with me as our 
previous co-coordinator left the group early in November.  We 
have successfully transitioned leadership.  Thank you to Brooke! 
You are an answer to many prayers! 
  
Best,  
Melissa Campana 

ADULT MINISTRIES – RAE STEPHENSON, ELDER 

Brooke Yule and Mellissa Campana, Coordinators 
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DISCIPLE FORMATION 

ADULT MINISTRIES – RAE STEPHENSON, ELDER 

Women’s Bible Study 
Branch out and take root.  Would you like to grow in faith, fellowship, trust, acceptance, knowledge, community, 
confidence, tolerance, wisdom, openness, attentiveness, and courage? 

Our members used these terms to describe the varied ways they had grown through participation in Women’s Bible 
Study at North Creek.  All women interested in deepening their relationships with God and with other women of faith 
are invited and warmly welcome to join us for time together on Tuesday mornings from 10:00am to 12:00pm in room 
C72 and C73 with a two week break for the Christmas and New Year holidays.   

During the traditional school year we follow a formal Bible study curriculum.  In the summer months, our study is more 
casual with each participant bringing in a Bible verse or devotional to share.  During the winter season we follow the 
transportation recommendation of the Everett School District for inclement weather.  If the Everett Schools are closed 
or delayed, our Bible study is cancelled for that day.   

During our formal session (September – May), our time together includes prayer, worship through music, an offering, 
and focused small group Bible study.  Our small group facilitation duties are shared by Mary Jane Galbraith, Kim 
Voetberg, Donna Hause, Linda Roundhill, Jenny Scott, and Barbara Johnson.  I am deeply grateful for the skills, 
knowledge, and talents these women offer to our small group discussions.  In addition, I am thankful for the musical 
talents of Peggy Lenz and Barbara Johnson who have selected and accompanied the hymns we sing in worship on 
Tuesdays.  Finally, a huge thank you to Zora Schell who provides, prepares, and serves coffee, tea, and treats for our 
refreshment year round!     

In January 2015 we continued a study of the Minor Prophets, “Jonah, Joel and Amos,” which was written by Doug and 
Doris Haugen and was published by InterVarsity Press.  In late February we began a LifeGuide study of Angels, written 
by Douglas Connelly and published by InterVarsity.  Our Angel study was augmented and enhanced by Linda Roundhill 
who shared the knowledge she has gained through her own investigation of the subject.  Our “school year” closed with 
a viewing of the Lou Giglio video, “How Great is our God”.  We resumed our focused study schedule September 8 with 
a study of Galatians written by our small group facilitator Donna Hause.  We will complete Galatians after the 2016 new 
year.    

Our weekly offering is disbursed in support of mission and ministry.  In 2015 we made donations to Donna Hause to 
support her mission with The Jesus Film in Spain, the Maxfield family of Sacred Road Ministry in Yakima, WA, Cocoon 
House, the Everett Gospel Mission, and the Anderson Family of New Hope Uganda.  We have also continued support to 
Christine Solomon, who is currently serving the children of Nepal through Wycliffe Bible Translators.  Additionally, we 
subscribe to the devotional “Our Daily Bread,” which is available to Bible study participants at no additional charge.  

In June and December we enjoyed a special time of fellowship and celebration with our NCPC staff by hosting a potluck 
brunch. 

For more information please call: 

Linda Cray 425.316.0786 



NORTH CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT   2015 

 11 

DISCIPLE FORMATION 

NURSERY & CHILDCARE – JENNIFER DOWN, 
                         DREW PARIS, ELDERS 

Nursery & Childcare 

In 2015, the Nursery was open every Sunday.  Most Sundays we welcomed around 10 children, with a high of 

24 on Easter. 

 

Our volunteers put in a total of 474 hours.  They range from 5th graders to great-grandparents, and are all 

greatly appreciated! 

 

Childcare was provided for 33 different families, giving them the freedom to be present for a variety of 

events, classes, service projects, and fellowship opportunities.   

 

The mission of the Nursery program is to enable parents to strengthen their walk with Christ by providing a 

safe, nurturing, Christ-centered environment for infants and toddlers.  Sunday Nursery care is provided by 

volunteers who are trained and have had a background check.  Every volunteer gives freely of his or her time 

and love.  Special events at North Creek are staffed by paid workers who are hired specifically to fulfill the 

needs of the event. 
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DISCIPLE FORMATION 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY –  JENNIFER DOWN, 
 DREW PARIS, ELDERS            

Children’s Ministry 

Summer Bible Camp 
 

Summer Bible Camp (SBC) was an amazing week of volunteers 

and kids enjoying and learning about God’s creation; everyone 

from oldest to youngest had a blast learning and playing  

together.  SBC was once again held at McCollum Park, and our 

theme was Streams of Living Water.  Kids learned all about 

how Jesus is our living water and how we need to take care of 

the water God has given us.  Over 70 kids attended and were 

led by over 40 volunteers! 

 

 

Sunday School & Godly Play 
 

God blessed us with more than 70 children in 

our Sunday School and Godly Play classes.  

Children learned about God’s character and 

love in many different ways from creating a 

tree with the many characteristics of God, to 

writing encouraging messages of hope and 

love to those who are less fortunate.  Our 

kids were led and taught by over 30 adult 

and junior volunteers. 

Kids learning all about native frogs from the 

“Frog Lady” Thayer Cueter 

Campers praising God during worship at SBC 

One of the children’s puppet shows during       

 Advent 2015 
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DISCIPLE FORMATION 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY –  JENNIFER DOWN, 
 DREW PARIS, ELDERS            

Children’s Ministry - continued 

Special Events 
 

Throughout the year, Children’s Ministry hosted several different events for families and church members 

alike.  This includes events like family hiking days, a Fall Kickoff Party, and more. 
 

Between 80 and 100 people attended and participated in the Family Lent and Advent events.  During Lent, 

our families learned to be thankful for the many gifts God has given us, and during Advent we learned how 

to wait joyfully.   

Families create their Advent candle holders at the Advent Event 

Children enjoy the obstacle course at the 

Fall Kickoff Party 

Family Night 
 

In October, we began a new mid-weekly ministry called Family 

Night.  The focus of this ministry is helping families connect with 

each other within the life of the church and also helping parents 

and kids learn how to study the Bible together.   

Trying to turn someone into a 

snowman using toilet paper 

The Porter Family with their winning creation 

during the first Family Night  
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YOUTH MINISTRIES – JENNIFER DOWN, 
         DREW PARIS, ELDERS 

Youth Ministries 

DISCIPLE FORMATION 

Growing in Christ 
 Sunday Life Groups and Mid-Week Youth Group 
 Senior Graduation Ceremony 
 Rocktober: Taking a closer look at popular song lyrics and how they reflect or conflict with Christian 

values 
 Youth Advisor Training 
 Advent Waiting Room: Helping the church experience Christ in the process of waiting 

Mission: Reaching Out 
 Cocoon House Picnic for homeless teens 
 Operation Night Watch: Made sack lunches for 

the homeless 
 Summer Bible Camp: Youth served as junior 

leaders 
 Fundraiser for World Concern: Purchased a goat  
 
Retreats 
 Junior High Fusion Retreat (March) 
 Senior High Retreat at Camp Casey (April) 
 All-Youth “Brakeaway” Fall Retreat (September) 
 
Fun 
 Youth Paintball Game 
 Halloween Costume Party at the Dill’s 
 Thanksgiving Banquet 
 Christmas White Elephant Party 
 
Intergenerational Focus 
 Homework Help Program Launched: Senior 

High students and adults tutoring Middle 
School students before Youth Group 

 Youth and family Battlefield Laser Tag  
 All church Mt. Pilchuck hike  
 All church Everett AquaSox game 
 
Sean Lian 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE – ED RENGLI, ELDER 
Yvonne, Londerville, Moderator 

Deacons 

We just completed the second full year of our new Deacon Model and I am proud to report all is going 

well.  All the Deacons performed their positions quickly and efficiently, many needs were met without too 

much strain on any one person.  

 

In November, we had our Volunteer Commitment Sunday where we honored all the volunteers who 

helped us this past year.  We passed out new Commitment Cards to give new members and others in the 

congregation the opportunity to serve and update our contact information.  We are truly blessed to have 

so many committed volunteers to cover the many areas of need.  Without these volunteers, 15 Deacons 

would never be able to meet the requests for assistance from a church of our size.  We are truly grateful. 

 

There have been very few hiccups this year.  Four new Deacons were installed in July and, after their 

training, they easily adjusted to their new positions.  The nomination process began in January to replace 

the retiring Deacons.  If you are asked to serve, please consider it prayerfully.  It is a privilege to serve this 

wonderful congregation. 

 

This is my last year as Deacon Moderator; I will be replaced in July.  I want to take this opportunity to let 

you know how much of a blessing and honor it has been to serve the congregation at North Creek.  I trust, 

with God’s help, the transition will be smooth and uneventful.   

 

Equipping Elder: Ed Rengli  Deacon Moderator: Yvonne Londerville 
 

Congregational Care: Joan Eble, Leslie and Craig Kastelle, Colleen Henry, Sylvia Kertesz, David Cray, 

Jaqueline Swanson, Carol Slaughterbeck, Amy VeCera, Susan Stansberry, Joyce Bolz 
 

Finance: Terry Summe, Jim Willett, Randye Barsotti 
 

Communion: Mary Dill 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE – ED RENGLI, ELDER 
LeAnn Venn & Debby Casson, Stephen Leaders 

Stephen Ministers 

Stephen Ministry is the one-to-one lay caring ministry taking place in congregations using the Stephen 

Series system.  Stephen Ministry congregations equip and empower lay caregivers—called Stephen 

Ministers—to provide high-quality, confidential, Christ-centered care to people who are hurting. 
 

Stephen Ministry continued to serve the North Creek congregation and the community.  During 2015, six 

Stephen Ministers (Linda Cray, Tom Eble, Sue Rengli, Kirk Sterling, Alayne Whitman, and Lynn Willett) 

regularly met with care receivers.  In May, two additional Stephen Ministers were commissioned following 

their 50-hour training. 
 

Stephen Leader Debby Casson assisted the training of new Stephen Ministers in conjunction with four 

other congregations in the area.  Stephen Leader, LeAnn Venn, served as the contact person for those 

wanting a Stephen Minister.  Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders met twice a month for supervision 

and continuing education.  Continuing education speakers, some from NCPC and others from the 

community, came to the meetings to provide continuing education.  
 

The budget of 2015 provided funding for Pastor David to train as a Stephen Leader in June 2016.  We are 

excited to have him trained for this wonderful caring ministry.  We look forward to having two additional 

NCPC members train to serve as Stephen Ministers in the coming year. 
 

If you, a family member, or friends need support during a difficult time, contact one of the pastors or 

LeAnn Venn, Stephen Leader, 425.239.8144. 

 

 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

Stephen Ministers:     Stephen Leaders: 

Linda Cray      Debby Casson 

Tom Eble      LeAnn Venn 

Sue Rengli 

Forrest Dill  

Sara Cahill.  

Kirk Sterling 

Alayne Whitman 

Lynn Willett 

 

http://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1219
http://www.stephenministries.org/stephenministry/default.cfm/1219
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The newly reorganized Welcome Team is just getting off the ground with plans for 2016.  

  

Welcoming at NCPC is part of our congregation’s personality as demonstrated by our faithful greeters, gift 

books for visitors, donuts in the Fellowship Hall, and welcome packages for returning visitors.   New 

members often comment on the friendliness of our church.   We enjoy the “one minute rule” of visiting 

with someone we don’t know before talking with our friends.   

  

Nine new neighbors in the Embella development were visited with a Christmas invitation bag (thank you 

Glenna and Joan).  We are currently working on ways to help our members and visitors have more 

intentional opportunities to meet one another in the pews, to enjoy conversation before and after service, 

and for us to track attendance and visitors in a more effective manner.   

  

Karen Butler, Elder 

Alannah de Place, Chair 

 

Members:  

Heather Brandt 

Glenna Carter 

Nancy Day 

Angel Down 

Tom and Joan Eble 

Mary Oakley 

Margy Witten 

Joyce Simpson 

 

Pastor Kurt 

Trinity Moffat 

Abe Nunez 

INTITATION & WELCOMING – KAREN BETLER 
Alannah De Place, chair 

Welcome Team 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

During 2015, we welcomed the following people into full membership: Peggie Hidaka, Gene and Peggy 

Lenz, Sarah Max, Terri and Scott Mitchell, David and Jan Cleator, Mary Jo Goodwin, Amy Quintana, Dwayne 

and Joan VanRheenen, Bev Wallace, James and Jessica Buehler, Gretchen Brown, Anna and Guillermo 

Jimenez, Lea Louder, and Ellen Peterson, all of whom proudly proclaimed Jesus Christ is their Lord and  

Savior and NCPC is their church family.  

 

Some joined by profession of faith (2), others by reaffirmation of faith (8), and most by transfer of  

membership from other churches (10).  They hail from Missouri, Colorado, Arizona, and several parts of 

Washington State.  Some are retired and others have young children.  One couple welcomed their second 

son shortly after graduation, and another member is the dedicated guardian of her younger sister.  They 

are already involved or have expressed an interest in serving with the Choir, Meal Train, Greeters, Silver 

Thimbles, Matthew House, Missions, Kitchen Ministry, Music, Small Groups, Cascade Fellows, Youth and 

Children’s Ministries, Women’s Bible Study, and MOPS.  It is very important to give all new members the 

opportunity to serve as they grow spiritually and form lasting relationships within their new church family. 

 

Our New Member team is especially blessed this year with the addition of Mary Oakley and the  

participation of Ankit Shah, who has provided so many inspirational photographs.  Special thanks to Marcia 

Christ who takes our graduation photos, and to both Pastors Kurt and David, for teaching, sharing, and 

guiding. We are so blessed! 

 

Your New Member Team, 

Margy Witten, Linda Cray, Mary Oakley 

  

INVITATION & WELCOMING – KAREN BUTLER, ELDER 
Margy Witten, chair 

New Members  
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

 MISSIONAL OUTREACH – MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
Pat Sweeney, Chair 

Mission Strategy Team 

It is with pleasure that the following Mission Strategy Team (MST) members 

submit this report: Steve Chittenden, Mark Thompson, elder, Sarah and Pat 

Sweeney, Jim Armstrong, Dennis Lambert, and Simone Sterling.  Kris Benassi was 

with us until she moved to Tennessee in November. 
 

This was a very busy year.  MST provided funding for 20 different action teams 

and special projects such as the fire relief in Pateros.  We were budgeted 90.5K 

but we were not able to give that entire amount.  The final figure was closer to 

83K.  Let me highlight a few of the major initiatives. 
 

SOFIA was a project birthed out of MST.  Our hope was to have a variety of different mission outreach 

programs in support of our community.  MST is very grateful for the work of Sarah Sweeney, Peggy and Joe 

Upton, and Michael Gibb who provided leadership for the various events.  See their report for more details. 
 

We were privileged to have sent Simone Sterling with World Venture in August 2014 for a mission trip to 11 

different countries in 11 months and have her return in July 2015.  We provided an opportunity for the 

congregation to learn more about her travels in a session that took place in November. 
 

Our November Dinner at the Creek was staffed almost exclusively by members of the Mill Creek Rotary Club 

and they also provided all of the food.  The NCPC Food Pantry was blessed this year with a monetary gift of 

$1400 to help stock the pantry, which was also provided by the Rotary Club.  Thank you to Jeff Brennan 

who is a member of the Rotary Club as well as NCPC.  
 

We had several pancake breakfast events coordinated out of MST, which 

raised thousands of dollars for missions. 
 

MST also supported the efforts of more than 20 volunteers who donated 

over 3,300 man hours in the framing and dry in of five homes in Eastern 

Washington.  Our first relief efforts began in April building wall panels at 

the home of Alta and Walter Johnson.  The panels were loaded on a trailer 

and towed to the home site and were assembled after the floor had been 

built on site.  This was a huge effort and televised on KOMO, KING, and 

other stations. 
 

HELP Team {His Enduring Love Provides} was also facilitated by MST.  

The HELP Team had 41 requests for assistance, ten of those were for 

large scale projects that took more than a day, some as long as two 

weeks. 
 

MST assisted with the Anderson family’s return from Uganda after a 

seven year assignment.  We applaud their efforts and wonderful 

ministry that took place as a result of their faithful service.   

HELP Team 

Anderson Family 

Simone Sterling with World 

Venture 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

 MISSIONAL OUTREACH – MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
Donna & Gary Turner, Chair 

Friends of Bertrand, Haiti 

Again, during 2015, we got to see first hand what GOD is doing in Bertrand and the beauty of their culture.  

We continue to explore how we can best love and support them.  As Pastor Desvariste, our in-country 

leader, said, ” We are greeting the Kingdom of God together.” 
 

Ministry Key Accomplishments: 

Trip to Haiti - “Go, Fellowship, Learn, Return, and Respond” (our fourth trip) 

In April, Reverend Denise Easter, Reverend Dianna Kunce, Schy Gleason, Donna and Gary Turner went to 

Haiti and provided encouragement, pastoral support, fellowship, worship, much needed food, and worked 

with the youth and church elders to improve the school and church building. 
 

Clean Water from New Well 

Haiti church leaders formed a “water committee” and now have clean water for the community at the 

church.  They facilitated this by collaborating with a nearby city with drilling equipment, saving money to 

buy well materials, and using the $400 financial support from our team.  Bertrand now has a supply of good 

water! 
 

School Attendance and Nutrition for Students Increased Again 

With the help of individual financial supporters and NCPC, we re-opened the local school in 2012 and 

student attendance has grown from 80 students in 2012, 140 in 2013, 170 in 2014, and this school year 

there are 200 students receiving quality Christian education.  As a result of our financial support and 

encouragement, ten teachers and three women who cook are employed providing income to their family 

and the community.  Students receive nutritious lunch every day.  Over 90% of the students passed the 6th 

grade test making them eligible to attend High School.  Thank you for your prayers and financial support in 

this partnership we have with Bertrand.  May God continue to bless you as He does our friends in Haiti! 
 

Friends of Bertrand, Haiti Ministry Team Purpose statement: 

To see, serve, and follow Jesus in the emerging congregational partnership between the men, women, and 

children of NCPC and Bertrand Haiti Church and School. 
 

For more information or to become 

involved in this ministry please contact 

Gary and Donna Turner: 360.631.2755; 

dverwolfturner@gmail.com 

 

On behalf of the Friends of  

Bertrand-Haiti Ministry Team 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSIONAL OUTREACH – MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
                                                                                                                                                          Pat Metz, Angel Down co-Chair 

Dinner at the Creek (DATC) 

2015 was the twelfth year for Dinner at the Creek, the free monthly community dinner provided for those 

in need of a hot meal or just a friendly face.  We not only invite those in our congregation to join us each 

month for dinner, but also invite those in our community to break bread with us.  This brings all of us 

closer to one another in fellowship, community service, and our faith in Christ.  Participants not only 

receive a hot meal, but can also take home leftovers from the meal and a bag of groceries provided from 

the Food Pantry.  There are two types of grocery bags given out – one for those who have cooking facilities, 

and one for those who do not have a way to prepare a cooked meal.  In the cold months, blankets, hats, 

and gloves are available for participants to take as needed. 

 

There are always challenges finding volunteers and making the budget stretch.  Members of the 

community and many friends and members from our church pitched in the help to get food on the tables. 

They did everything from setting tables, serving, table hosting, cleaning up after dinner, and providing 

treats for our guests.  Interactions between our volunteers, our guests, and the different generations 

proved to be a blessing.  This year, the Mill Creek Rotary provided a complete meal and many volunteers 

for our November dinner. 

 

I would like to acknowledge the many volunteers who contribute their time and talents to Dinner at the 

Creek.  Without you and your support this would not be possible.  Your efforts play a valuable role to our 

success.  More volunteers are needed and welcome to host this monthly “family-style” dinner. Positions 

include: 
 

Cooking/Food Prep                                        Greeting/Nametags/Seating of Guests                     

Setting Tables                                                  Servers 

Decorations                                                     Table Hosts  

Clean-up                                                                                                                                                               

  

Dinner at the Creek         

Angel Down, Elder   Pat Metz, Co-Chair 
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Diana Hunt and Shirley Kranda 
working at the boutique 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSIONAL OUTREACH – MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
                                                                                                                                                          Diana Hunt, Chair 

Russia Mission 

This is the twelfth year the NCPC Russia Mission Team supported 

the St. Petersburg Children’s Hospice Program through funds raised 

at the Christmas at North Creek Boutique.  This year, the three day 

outreach event brought 777 shoppers (50 more than last year) 

through our doors.  There were 70+ volunteers who made this 

annual fundraising event possible, from the nine North Creek men 

who did the initial setup bright and early Tuesday morning to the 

team of ten who counted crafter tags the following Monday night 

before turning all the final financial steps over to Meg Cooper who 

put the finishing touches on this big project.  Thursday, Friday, and 

Saturday not only did we have approximately 50 enthusiastic 

helpers keeping everything running, but we were treated to live 

music from Chuck Spaulding playing his hammer dulcimer and Lolly 

Brasseur on the harp. 

 

 

 

The $7,000+ raised at this 27th Christmas at 

North Creek will be sent by wire transfer to the 

Children’s Hospice in the next few weeks, and 

Trudy Scott is already searching for new 

talented artisans who will help to make the 

2016 event even better. 

Chuck Spaulding playing the hammer 
dulcimer 

Shoppers at the Christmas Boutique  
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Members: George Taylor, John Osborne, Bruce Larson, Tom Heestand 

  

Mission Statement 

To take the word of God into the prison at Twin Rivers in Monroe, conducting a worship service there on 

the fifth Sunday of any month. 

  

2015 Activity 

We went into the prison March 30, May 31, August 30, and November 29. Each time we go in, we try to 

take a pastor from NCPC or a person from NCPC who has had seminary training.  On November 29, we took 

in the Covenant Players, a Christian acting group, who performed a number of skits.  Our worship services 

include singing, a sermon, prayer time, one on one visiting, and other activities allowed within the prison 

setting.  In 2016, we are going into the prison January 31, May 29, July 31, and October 30. 

  

Our needs 

We need more people who are willing to join us one Sunday per quarter.  Each person is checked out and 

approved by the prison.  They must be at least 18 years old, complete a form, and undergo training.  We 

can take interested people into the prison as guests so they can see if this is a ministry in which they would 

like to participate.  Prison ministry is not for everyone, but it is very rewarding.  We believe every person is 

deserving of hearing about the saving grace of Jesus Christ.  Those interested in learning more about this 

ministry are encouraged to contact George Taylor: 425.248.1451. 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSIONAL OUTREACH – MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
                                                                                                                                                          George Taylor, Chair 

Prison Mission 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSIONAL OUTREACH – MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
                                                                                                                                                          Sarah Sweeney, Chair 

Season of Faith in Action (SOFIA) 

How do we put our faith into action?  How can we love our neighbors?  The SOFIA team wants to share how 

our church Mission Strategy Team helped and encouraged us as we looked for answers to these questions.  

We began 2015 with the vision of making a difference for the Lord in our neighborhoods.  We formed a team 

and God led us as we began to put our faith into action.  First and foremost, we trusted God to guide us in this 

initiative.  Yes, we prayed!  And those prayers were answered by God nudging many people to take a leap of 

faith in proposing and implementing SOFIA projects.  Many of you reached out to your neighbors in a hurting 

world. 

 

Our major goal was to encourage and support projects built on existing outreach projects at our church, or to 

create completely new ones.  We invited the congregation to propose projects/events that would reach out 

to our neighbors, help them, then implement the event, and report back to us.  We wanted our entire 

congregation to be involved…a church-wide initiative that could potentially touch all of us.  Another goal was 

to encourage intergenerational SOFIA projects.  Ten out of the 16 projects (over 62%) included 

intergenerational involvement; those are highlighted below.  The size of the project was not the most 

important goal – it was the sharing of His love with those who need it.  We were happy to plant seeds for the 

future! 

 

Specifically, the following people were helped through SOFIA projects: 

· People who lost their homes in the Pateros/Methow Valley fires 

· People who come to our church for food from our Food Bank and Dinner at the Creek 

· Staff of two elementary schools received homemade muffins in appreciation for all they do to help their 

students 

· We gathered at the Town Center for the National Day of Prayer in a service to pray for our local, state, 

national, international leaders, and the military 

· Three babies were saved through our support of the Pregnancy Resource Center (PRC) 

· Nightwatch clients in Seattle received much needed sack lunches 

· A half-day work party planted trees and helped with a Habitat for Humanity home being built 

· Volunteers helped teachers prepare their classrooms at two elementary schools 

· Care bags were assembled for homeless people 

· Birthday care packages were assembled for children at Pathways for Women so kids could have a cake 

and gift for their birthdays 

· Volunteers helped serve meals for F3 events in July and August 

· Those with disabilities, Eagle Wings clients, and their caregivers, enjoyed an awesome meal and groovy 

music at the Pirate Bash in October (they loved it!) 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSIONAL OUTREACH – MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
                                                                                                                                                          Sarah Sweeney, Chair 

Season of Faith in Action (SOFIA) - continued 

· Sixteen homeless teens at Cocoon House Outreach Center had a plentiful barbecue meal (burgers and 

dogs), fun playing games, prizes, and positive interactions with our NCPC volunteers 

· Nightwatch clients received much needed warm clothing – socks, gloves, and clothing collected from our 

congregation 

· Elderly people living at Brookdale Retirement Home enjoyed a Halloween parade filled with costumed 

MOPS kids who gave cards to the residents 

· Cards of encouragement, decorated by MOPS kids, were sent to NCPC members who are homebound,  

hospitalized, etc. from a list provided by our Deacons 

 

The SOFIA Celebration potluck ended our 2015 Season of Faith in Action.  Approximately 80 people attended.  

We are so thankful to those who helped with the dinner.  We had two awesome screen presentations 

showing all projects, many proposal initiators shared details of their events, and there was ample food for all.  

Sharing time was especially moving, as hearts were full, and “givers and receivers” were blessed.  Praise be to 

God!   

 

Thanks also to Pastors David and Kurt and our staff for their support with great announcements made during  

services, ads in bulletins and online, and for encouraging our church community to participate in SOFIA 

events. 
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Names of MAT Members: Max Rigelman, Dee Rigelman, Marge and Folkey Tegman, Hannah Nichols, Devin 
Moore, three students from Archbishop Murphy High School, Jerry and Jim (exchange students from China), 
and the office staff who distribute the grocery bags during the work week.  
 

Plan for regular, ongoing meetings: Last Thursday of each month (DATC) Dinner at the Creek, where we 
service home cooked meals. 
 

Defined timeline of commitment: Approximately ten hours per person each month to perform the task at 
hand.  In addition, an additional one hour during the dinner.  As a side note: The high school students are 
each working two hours of community service a month. 
 

Annual Update:  
 
1. Mission Goals: To feed the hungry; those in need of nourishment for both the body and the soul.  
 

2. Plan for Team Member Recruitment: Recruit students from Archbishop Murphy High School; currently 
three. 
 

3. Plan for community involvement: We request donations of groceries every month throughout the year.  
This is accomplished through a number of ways: a flyer at the Information Desk, announcement on the 
screen prior to church services, and announcements in the bulletin and on our church website.  However, the 
down side of this is the man hours it takes to sort through the donations to determine if they are expired or 
not.  On a normal basis, a minimum of 12% of donated items are beyond their expiration date and our 
thrown away; this is, however, a nice improvement over prior years.  The donation process more than 
doubles the time needed to replenish our food pantry.  We still continue this process because 88% of the 
donated items are good. 
 

4. Report of Accomplishments for 2015: 
 Sarah Sweeney, scavenger hunter, brought us a lot of groceries.  
 The Mill Creek Rotary donated $1,400 for our food pantry needs. 
 The Mill Creek Run Foundation donated an additional $300 for our pantry needs in November. 
 Many families on a regular basis provide donations through our announcement efforts. 
 

Most importantly we gave out 468 bags of groceries to the needy this year compared to 440 last year; due 
to quality donations, we reduced our expenses by 20.4%. 
 

Allotted budget for 2015: $8,300; actual dollars spent were $6,607.81 ($1,692.19 under budget). 
  
Funding from the MST requested for 2016: $7,600 
 

Additional Support Needed: Provide us with wonderful food drivers 
such as Sarah Sweeney did last year; have the Youth and Children’s 
Ministries do food drives. 
 
Your Food Pantry Mission Team, 

Max and Dee Rigelman, Folkey and Margie Tegman, and Kaitlyn 
Nichols, plus the church office staff: Trinity Moffat and Jamie Johnson 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSIONAL OUTREACH – MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
                                                                                                                                                          Max & Dee Rigelman, Chair 

NCPC Food Pantry 



NORTH CREEK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ANNUAL REPORT   2015 

 27 

The Elementary School Partnership has had several opportunities this past year to serve in missions within 

our three elementary schools we partner with which include Woodside Elementary, Challenger Elementary 

and Horizon Elementary. 
 

Serve Our Schools: For the sixth year in a row, our congregation 

supported our three partner schools on either a Saturday or a 

Tuesday during late August by providing help with setting up 

classrooms, general cleaning, landscaping, school yard 

beautification, painting the map of the United States on the 

playground, sorting library books, making nametags, etc.  It is a 

wonderful way to meet and to get to know some of the teachers and staff from our partnering schools as 

well as work beside our Christian brothers and sisters.  This past August we had approximately 90 

volunteers who participated. 
 

Operation Snowman: Every year in November and December, we ask our congregation to donate money 

to purchase gift cards to Fred Meyer, Target, or WalMart, which are given to families who have been 

identified by the school counselors and teachers as families who could use support during the holiday 

season.  The schools and families continue to be amazed by our generosity to kids and families we don’t 

even know.  Once again, the faithfulness of NCPC families shined as over $750 was donated. 
 

Weekend Snack Packs: There are members of the congregation and our team who tirelessly transport bags 

of groceries from the Mill Creek Food Bank to Woodside every Friday so students have something to eat 

over the weekends. 

We do our best to take the schools’ lead in determining how we 

provide support.  However, if you have an idea you would like to 

share, we would love to hear from you.  We thank all of you who 

participated in one way or another during this past year to support 

the children and families within our community.  I do believe we are 

making a difference!  
 

2015 was a time of transition 

for the leadership of ESP.  A 

variety of circumstances led 

all team members to other areas of church ministry.  For 2016, the 

ESP Ministry is trusting God's direction and provision to raise up 

new leadership. If you are interested in exploring ways God may 

be calling you to this ministry, please contact Pastor Kurt.  We 

thank all of you have participated in one way or another during 

this past year to support the children and families within our 

community. 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSIONAL OUTREACH – MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
                                                                                                                             

Elementary School Partnership (ESP) 
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Carlton Complex Fire 
 

The 2014 Carlton Complex fire is the largest recorded wildfire in Washington history, burning 256,108 

acres, destroying 353 homes, and causing an estimated $98 million in damages.  
 

When it was over there were: 

 415 square miles, 256,000+ acres burned 

 353 homes lost, 256 primary homes and over 100 outbuildings 

 40 homes in the town of Pateros 

 52 homes at Alta Lake 

 47 homes around Brewster 

 No FEMA individual assistance declaration, Aug 12, 2014  

 Appeal denied, September 23, 2014. 
 

There are no State or Federal funds being made available for replacing lost homes so it is up to the faith 

based and other community and private organizations to help with the funding.  The estimate by the case 

workers is there are 47 homes needing to be built for those who were underinsured or had no insurance.   

Now months after the Carlton Complex Fire, members of North Creek Presbyterian Church are helping peo-

ple who lived through the inferno.  Our congregation committed to build or assist with building three of the 

homes.  As of December 2015 we built three, funded two, and assisted with two houses.  Additionally we 

went back to the first house and completed some of the interior work; cabinet, floor, and trim installation. 
 

Our building process was as follows:  

 Develop house plans and build exterior wall panels locally in 

Clearview; we did this for four houses. 

 Transport panels to build site in Methow Valley area. 

 Build floor on foundation and then tilt up the wall panels. 

 Install trusses, roofing, siding, windows, and doors. 
 

NCPC Contribution: 

18 members represented NCPC in the building process either in Clearview or East in the Methow Valley area.  

These volunteers donated more than 3,000 hours of their time.  We were responsible for raising $50,000 for 

individual home building, which is the cost to build a “closed in“ or dried in house.  One of the other  building 

partners will finish the interior.  Others involved in the house building program include: The Red Cross, The 

Salvation Army, the Mennonites, the Amish, Christian Brotherhood, and the Methodists.  For this portion of 

the recovery process, North Creek Presbyterian Church seems to be the lone represented congregation. 
 

With the congregations continued help we will continue helping the families in Eastern Washington.  

Prepared by Dick and Jim 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSION OUTREACH—MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
George Taylor, Chair 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2014_Washington_state_wildfires
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

Matthew House Prison Ministry 
 

Although not part of the Department of Corrections, the Department of Corrections strongly encourages the 

service to families, recognizing the great importance of family support to inmates.  Matthew House programs 

do not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, or national origin.  Matthew House was founded on the 

Matthew 25 principle that: "When I was hungry, you fed me, when I was thirsty, you gave me water, when I 

was a stranger you took me in, when I was naked, you clothed me, when I was sick you looked after me, 

when I was in prison, you visited me." 
 

The staff is supportive, non-judgmental, and caring to these women and 

children.  They are always available for someone to come in and share their 

hearts.  All sharing of information is always confidential.  The facility at 

Matthew House in Monroe, WA has overnight accommodations and is  

available to women and children traveling long distances.  They have three 

apartments for women and children to stay in while visiting prison.   

Reservations are made in advance and lodging is limited to space available.  
 

NCPC supports this ministry in many different ways during the year.  Every Sunday, pre arranged people  

provide coffee, tea, and conversation.  To earn money for the Matthew House ministry during the year, we 

sell donuts each week for $1.00.  After the expense has been paid for the purchase of the donuts, we make 

an average of $12.00 on most Sundays.  The money collected for donuts is saved during the year and in  

December all funds are used to purchase gift cards and miscellaneous gifts for the children of the prison 

inmates. 
 

We decorate trees in our Narthex with gift cards showing ages 

for children whose fathers may be incarcerated.  We ask our 

members and friends to purchase a gift for $25.00 or less for the 

child whom you have chosen to help out.  This past year we had 

twenty-four $25.00 gift cards and 103 gifts collected for  

distribution to the children of incarcerated fathers. 
 

Matthew House receives money from our general funds to help 

with gas and any maintenance of the facility that may need financial help.  With the funds we provide, they 

are able to maintain their facility and then purchase gas and maintain their van that picks up people within 

the state and transports them to the prison that their father figure is located or being held in.  Many of these 

women have lost their financial provider when the fathers have been sentenced to prison so funds are very 

limited, but with our help they can receive rides to see their loved one once approved by the prison system. 
 

With support from our church family, these women and children feel the love we are able to give them to 

help them know we do not judge them or the situation their family is in.  Matthew House was founded in 

1980 and has helped thousands of families who find themselves in this predicament.  With our help we are 

able to provide to these families rides, lodging, food, clothing, transportation, love, support, and hope to this 

forgotten population. 
 

Randye Barsotti, Ministry Team Lead 

MISSION OUTREACH—MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
Randye Barsotti, Chair 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSIONAL OUTREACH – MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
Chuck Popik, Chair 

The Employment Network (TEN)  

What we do and why we do it: 

We meet every Friday at 10:00am in room C69 for two hours.  This mission of our church assists people 

during one of the most traumatic times of their lives.  It is cost free to participants and we never ask job 

seekers to attend or support our church.  Although we close in prayer each week, religion is not part of our 

weekly meetings. 

 

Because our leadership team collectively has many years of experience in hiring and career counseling in 

many areas of business, we feel qualified to assist others in their job search.  We also use the same 

methodology used by large outplacement firms, which of course can be very expensive for the job seeker.  

Many local churches have adopted our methods for their ministries.  In 2015, we had five NCPC men active 

in this ministry and we would welcome qualified women to join us. 

 

Our goal is simple: Help the unemployed or underemployed find meaningful employment as long as the 

need exists.  We do this by assisting individuals to plan their employment search and technique through 

resume writing and editing, developing interview skills, and other supportive efforts.  We try to work from a 

loose agenda so we can address each member's individual needs. 

 

Our results: In 2015, the Snohomish County job market improved and the number of jobseekers at our 

meetings declined.  With unused capacity, we explored the need for our expertise at local Snohomish 

County high schools and were warmly received.  The needs of our new job seekers are similar to the needs 

of our grandchildren, so although the technology they use is modern, their need for clear and concise 

communication of their qualifications is the same. 

      

Chuck, Dave, James, Max, and Paul 

Your NCPC Employment Networking Team 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

MISSIONAL OUTREACH – MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
Michael Gibb, Chair 

Operation Nightwatch 

The NCPC Mission Action Team for Nightwatch leads a team of six to ten church volunteers to prepare and 

serve a hot meal at the Nightwatch facilities in downtown Seattle the second Monday of each month.  This 

is an ongoing mission and will be carried out all twelve months of 2016.  A meal is served nightly, 365 days 

a year, at this non-denominational, Christian community sponsored dispatch center by various volunteer 

groups. 

 

The Nightwatch Mission goal is, “Serving the night community in the name of  Christ.”  The NCPC team is 

one of many providing a nightly meal to about 150 people.  We pass out clothing, toiletries, smiles, and 

“God Bless You’s”.  The Nightwatch staff finds overnight shelter for these souls.  We rotate people monthly 

and do so intergenerationally on our team.  We held a very successful winter clothing drive in October of 

2015 during our Season of Faith in Action.  Underwear, wool socks, and warm gloves were distributed to 

the clients in November and December.  The youth and elementary students at NCPC wrote verses and 

greetings on cards, which were then attached to the packages. 

 

- NCPC team served at Nightwatch every month in 2015 

- We provided a delicious and hot meal to about 150 people each night 

- We carried on Mr. Jon Ihde’s legacy of service for over 29 years 

- Nightwatch will have served over 60,000 people in 2015 

- Nightwatch provides 24 low income/elderly/disabled apartments upstairs, and those folks join in our 

   meal 

-We generated donations in goods and funds via our Nightwatch Mission Wall display in November and 

  December. 

 

With funding from the MST in 2016  we requested: $3,000/year = $250 per month = ($1.67 per homeless/

elderly/disabled soul per meal), we will continue to serve in the name of Christ.  

      

Team Members:  Michael and Sue Gibb, Rod and Adi Blume, Larry and Renee Dittman, Carol Dunham, Vic 

and Robin Chaloupka, Chris Stack (volunteer list includes another 16 people from NCPC) 

 

Thank you, 

Michael Gibb  
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

Silver Thimbles 
 

Silver Thimbles group has been making quilts since 2002 as a mission work in our church.  Quilting can be 
traced back to early times in diverse parts of the world.  Crusaders brought quilting to Europe from the 
middle east in the late 11th century.  In the middle ages, knights were known to wear them under their 
armor for comfort!  
 
Quilting is still an art in making garments and wall hangings, but we as a group have chosen to stay with our 
quilts.  We meet the second Friday of the month from 1:00pm to 3:00pm in room C75/76 September through 
May.  Our hope is other ladies who enjoy sewing and have a heart for mission will join us.  We accept gifts of 
fabric or batting as we are not funded in the yearly budget.  We donate our quilts to foster children at Kid’s 
Closet in Everett. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Leona Burgess 

MISSION OUTREACH—MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
Leona Burgess, Chair 

MISSION OUTREACH—MARK THOMPSON, ELDER 
Leona Burgess Chair 

Prayer Chain 

 
Our prayer chain began several years ago when our only source of communication was the telephone.  That 
is still acceptable, but the most effective way of reaching more prayer warriors is through email.  We have 
grown from a handful of participants to well over one hundred. 
 
If you feel led to join in this ministry please contact: Mary and Ron Wilmot: 425.334.1285;  
maryronw@gmail.com or Leona Burgess: 425.745.2486; leoburg1@gmail.com. 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

  WORSHIP & ARTS, ANGEL DOWN, ELDER 
                                                                                                                                                          Diana Hunt, Chair 

Worship and Arts 

In 2015 the Worship and Arts Team: 

 Purchased additional pew Bibles; our goal is to have two Bibles in every pew rack 

 Sent several representatives to local worship related conferences in February and November 

 Said thank you and farewell to Equipping Elder, Rae Stephenson and welcomed our new Elder, Angel 
Down and team member, Randye Barsotti 

 Continued our quarterly meetings with Worship Planning to work more specifically on worship themes 
with Pastor David and Pastor Kurt 

 Wrote thank you’s to almost 200 people who participated in worship related activities throughout the 
last half of 2014 and first half of 2015 

 Worked on special season outside banner location for the best possible visibility 

 Assisted with Maundy Thursday Supper and Cardboard Testimonies on Easter 

 Assisted Carol Dunham in decorating the Sanctuary and Narthex for Lent and Advent 

 Purchased additional outdoor lights to add to our welcoming look during Advent; thanks again to Mark 
Thompson for handling this entire project for us! 

 Purchased new candle holders for Christmas Eve services; rejoiced that these resulted in no wax on 
carpet or pews! 

 Designed and purchased postcards to send home with Christmas at North Creek shoppers and for use by 
the congregation to invite others to worship with us during Advent and on Christmas Eve 

 Coordinated two outreach concerts; the Mosaic Choir concert in March which raised $15,000 for Carlton 
Complex Fire rebuilding of homes, and the annual choir Christmas Concert in December. 

 Supported each other in prayer 

 Supported our amazing North Creek Music Ministries 

 

We are blessed to be able to serve our church family in this capacity and look forward to what God has 
planned for us in 2016! 

 

In His Service, 

Worship & Arts Team: 

Randye Barsotti, Dave Berkompas, Glenna 
Carter, Carol Dunham, Schy Gleason, Diana 
Hunt, Bruce Lavers, Dick McGrath, Kate West, 
Bryan Venn - Sound Technician, Hal Hunt - Choir 
Director, Lolly Brasseur - Director of Music 
Ministry, Angel Down - Elder, and David Casson 
-  Lead Pastor 

 

Worship Planning Team: 

Lolly Brasseur, Carol Dunham, Kate Gibbs, Julie Gleason, Diana and Hal Hunt, Bryan Venn, Kate West, Pastors 
David Casson and Kurt Helmcke 
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Choir 
 
 

During the 2015 choir season beginning January and ending December, the choir sang in worship on twenty 

five Sundays over a span of thirty eighty weeks.  During that time we rehearsed on thirty three Wednesday 

evenings with no breaks between September and December, in preparation for the annual Christmas con-

cert.  Active membership has been about thirty five singers throughout the year who devote four and a half 

hours weekly to rehearsals and worship service anthems.   
 

Following the final Sunday as the choir summer recess began Inger Kirkman announced her resignation  

because of conflicts in schedule between NCPC choir and her new position as alto section leader in the Se-

attle Symphony Chorale.  The summer search for a new accompanist brought Krisi Wiant who was welcomed 

into service in September. 
 

Thirty three singers and an orchestra of 20 instrumentalists performed in the Christmas concert  featuring a 

brand new cantata, “The Silence and The Sound,” by up and coming composer Heather Sorenson.  Pastor  

David Casson delivered a wonderful mood setting welcome message. Thanks to narrators  Pastor Kurt and 

Chrystal Helmcke, two youth narrators, Chase Weber and Jacey Sistrunk. The skillful media team, Bryan 

Venn, Kate West and Dick McGrath, directed a production rehearsal including narrators and soloists the Sun-

day  

before the concert to plan and execute sound, video and lighting placements. The concert production was 

very well received by a responsive audience from our church and the local community. 
 

Hal Hunt 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

WORSHIP & ARTS, ANGEL DOWN, ELDER                                                                                                                             
Diana Hunt, Chair 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

Music Ministry 
 
 
 

There were a plethora of musical experiments in 2015, such as traditional hymn melodies being reintroduced 

with the accompaniment of alternate existing hymn lyrics to achieve altogether “new” song experiences; new 

musicians joined the flock while others moved away or went off to school; new traditions, like drama dress 

rehearsals, were instituted to help add to the overall flow of a service with the music ministry helping make 

that possible (since quality of flow is one of our priorities), bridging the gap between drama teams and the 

Media ministry.  While that’s not all our Music Ministry accomplished in 2015, it was the dynamic growth of 

serious musical collaboration between musicians that was a significant theme behind the scenes. 

 

Outside of Sunday morning services, a lot of time was spent creating entirely new works that don’t exist  

anywhere else.  This means North Creek experiences a lot of one-of-a-kind music, not karaoke replays from 

the radio or a printout from an existing book.  Musicians of all ages worked with Lolly to create memorable 

offertories, for instance, often requiring multiple collaboration “sessions” in addition to weekly rehearsals.  

Some musicians cleverly came up with the idea of combining multiple songs into one.  Some suggested  

exchanging one melody for another while keeping the same lyrics (a favorite technique of ours!).  Our  

musicians were even open to changing the entire song-type—from classical to gospel on a few occasions. 

 

This kind of creative effort is notable not only because it makes our music 100% unique at NCPC, but because 

it builds a significant quality of community and trust between our musicians.  (It also means no money is 

spent—only the expending of creative energy.)  While the Music Ministry is ever in its organic flux as it takes 

the life-changes of its musicians into account—the birth of new babies (ie., future musicians?), sabbaticals, 

travel, etc.—the Music Ministry environment is ever a place of personal and musical development where it’s 

safe to share ideas, build each other up, and make musical ideas a reality.  This year was a combination of in-

spiration and collaborative fellowship at its best, and it is the goal to urge this practice onward into 2016.  

 

Lolly Brasseur 

  WORSHIP & ARTS, ANGEL DOWN, ELDER 
                                                                                                                                                          Diana Hunt, Chair 
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Prayer Ministry 
 

2015 Prayer Ministry Praises: 

 Pastors and program leaders who believe in prayer 

 A congregation who feel free to ask for prayer when needed 

 A core of people who meet every Monday morning at 9:45 to pray for the needs presented to them 

 An email prayer chain going out to over 100 people committed to praying for prayer needs of their 

brothers and sisters in Christ 

 Sean and Nathan who encourage the youth to pray and then allow us to pray for them 

 The 33 intercessors who take turns each Sunday morning to be there to pray with those coming forward 

for prayer or to praise God 

 The faithful who join us for the National Day of Prayer, which is May 5 in 2016 

 The many answers to prayer we witnessed in 2015 

 

Monday Morning 

The Monday Morning Prayer Group meets at 9:45am in the Fireside Room to spend time lifting up the prayer 

requests we receive from the congregation, as well as praying for our missionaries, government, military, 

and NCPC activities and needs.  Anyone is welcome to join us in prayer or come and be prayed for. 

 

Sunday Morning 

Sunday mornings, there is a prayer time before the 9am service that meets in the Prayer Room off the 

Library.  Again, anyone is welcome to join in praying there with this group. 

 

National Day of Prayer 

We again participated in the National Day of Prayer. We met at Jamba Juice in Mill Creek Town Center where 

many took turns praying through the needs presented.  People in the community are encouraged to join us 

in this vital ministry which seeks to fulfill the prayer promise in II Chronicles 7:14: if my people who are called 

by my name will humble themselves, and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 

hear from Heaven, forgive their sin, and heal their land.  Think about joining us May 5, 2016. 

 

Sunday Morning Prayer Intercessors 

We are blessed to have 35 people volunteering to be part of the Sunday Morning Prayer Team.  They are 

there every Sunday to pray with those who have needs. 

 

Anyone feeling called to be part of the Prayer Ministry Team please feel free to contact June Elvig: 

425.742.1223; cjelvig@comcast.net. 

 

May we faithfully bathe all our decisions in prayer and may NCPC be known as a “House of Prayer.” 

 

June Elvig 

WORSHIP AND MISSION 

WORSHIP & ARTS, ANGEL DOWN, ELDER                                                                                                                             
June Elvig, Chair 

mailto:cjelvig@comcast.net
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FACILITIES, BRUCE LAVERS, ELDER 
Tom Cahill, chair   

 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

Facilities Team 
 

The Facilities Management Team is responsible for maintaining the usability and beauty of all building and 

surrounding property, ultimately providing a fruitful gathering place for Gods work.  It was a year of many 

changes; most visibly the surrounding property of the church transformed from an appearance of 

remoteness, surrounded by towering evergreens and cottonwoods, to one of openness initiated by a new 

neighboring community to the west and new views to the east resulting from the wind thinning storm in 

August.  Led by Bundie Olsen and Dick McGrath, the landscape to the west is now graced with new growth 

trees, shrubs, plants, bark, rock, irrigation system, and benches, which make an elegant scenic path. 
 

The grounds continued to be maintained by the Green Thumb Brigade and four separate work parties 

throughout the year, which included 30 volunteers from the congregation and 15 volunteers from the local 

Boy and Cub Scouts of America at each event. 
 

Our building is not immune to time and the forces of nature, so many repairs were required throughout the 

year, including several repairs to the roof, narthex and classroom ceilings, heating and air conditioning units, 

sealing parking lot cracks, new paint striping of the front lot, new hot water heaters, many repairs and 

painting of walls, and installation of new energy saving lights throughout most of the building.  Randye 

Barsotti continued to lead volunteer efforts in the kitchen keeping things in good working order; many thanks 

from so many who use it year round for fellowship. 
 

All this work would typically be very expensive for a church our size; however we are blessed with great 

employees and many talented volunteers from our congregation who come to the rescue.  To highlight a few, 

we hired Sheri Payne (Facilities Maintenance Coordinator) in August who has been instrumental in many of 

the successes noted above and she brings a wealth of experience in other aspects of facilities management. 

We are also blessed with the “Facilities Angels” (Dick McGrath, Rod Blume, Jim Armstrong, Harry Dunham, 

and Mark Thompson) who do most of the “heavy lifting”; having committed their talents and hundreds of 

volunteer hours in 2015. 
 

The Facilities Management team has grown in size this year.  They’ve been active in planning and executing 

many work activities including the updating of the Facilities Management Plan which provides direction to 

the team, employees, and other ministry team members on the scope, process, and roles and 

responsibilities.  The team can never be too big so if you have a calling to apply your carpentry, electrical, 

plumbing, project planning or other related skills to use, please reach out to me and/or attend our monthly 

meeting held the second Wednesday from 6:00 to 7:30pm. 
 

Facilities Management Team: 

Elder - Bruce Lavers, Facilities Ministry Team Lead - Tom Cahill, Secretary - Ankit Shah, Members - Forrest Dill, 

Chuck Popik, Jan Christ, Sheri Payne, Rod Blume, Dick McGrath, Mark Thompson, Kurt Helmcke, Randye 

Barsotti, and Gehrig Loree 
 

In Christ, 

Tom Cahill 
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                                STEWARDSHIP, BILL SIMPSON, ELDER  
Joe Upton, Chair 

 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

 

Finance Ministry Team 
 

Throughout the year, the Finance Ministry Team (FMT) monitored the church’s financial condition.  The 

FMT met (usually the third Tuesday) to monitor both sides (income and expense) of the budget and to 

report to Session.  With important accounting input from Cathy Ellis, NCPC Financial Manager, the FMT 

compares actual income to our computer-calculated/monthly-sensitive expected income.  A cash-flow 

calculation is appraised each month.  And expenses are analyzed on “line-by-line” basis, as well as on a 

strategic basis.  The summary results for 2013, 2014, and 2015 are:  

 

 
 

The FMT continued with its responsibility to review fund-raising activities—with the use of the Blue Forms. 

The goal of the effort is to maintain fiscal support of the programs and missions of North Creek while 

supporting mission-specific fundraising.  A beneficial result of the effort is to control the schedule of 

fundraising activities, preventing fundraising efforts from competing. 

 

2015 Ministry Team Members: 

Cherri Baxter     

Rod Blume 

Kay Nickel 

Joe Upton 

Cathy Ellis, Staff 

Bill Simpson, Session rep 

  

 
 

  Income 2013 Expense 2013   Income 2014 Expense 2014   Income 2015 Expense 2015 

Budget    $1,024,397     $1,024,397   $1,000,000 $1,00,000   $938,000 $938,000 

Actual     $  960,399      $  978,668   $   911,910 $ 899,248   $833,600 $869,075 
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 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

PERSONNEL -  ERIC JATON, ELDER 
Linda Berkompas, Chair 

Personnel Team: 
 

Pay, Benefits, and Performance Evaluations: 

 All Performance Evaluations and the entire process were completed on time in accordance with NCPC 

policy 

 

Policies, Processes, Programs:  

 Made updates/changes to the Employee Handbook to include a weapons policy for all staff members 

 Updated the formatting of the staff job descriptions so all are uniform 

 

Budgeting:  

 Submitted 2016 budgets for the Personnel Team 

 

Staffing, Ministry Team Changes and Assistance: 

 Assisted Staff with the hiring of replacements for: 

Facility Maintenance Coordinator 

Children’s Ministry Director 

Youth Ministry Director 

Finance Manager  

Choir Accompanist 

 

 

Personnel Team Members:  Personnel Team Support: 

Eric Jaton, Acting Chairman  Cathy Ellis/Terry Summe, Finance  

Linda Berkompas   Eric Jaton, Equipping Elder    

Cindy Charleson   Pastor David Casson, Staff  
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 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

Information Technology (IT) Team 
 

The IT Team is responsible for the operation, upkeep, and maintenance support of office equipment and 

software that staff and volunteers use for church business.  This includes the office computers, laptops, 

printer, internet service, WI-FI network, etc. 

 

Meetings: 

IT Team meets on an Ad Hoc frequency depending on the needs of the systems that are supported. 

 

IT Team Members: 

Trustin Johnson - Chair, Trinity Moffat, Bryan Venn, and Bruce Lavers - Elder 

 

Facilitator: 

Bruce Lavers - Elder 

 

Accomplishments: 

 Initiated and completed a Request for Proposal to audit our building IT infrastructure and provide us 

with a plan to develop and implement a centralized, managed network system that is easily monitored, 

maintained, and serviced at a reasonably affordable and efficient cost.  Our objective is in the final stage 

for determining how best to implement a plan that includes a vendor support mechanism and the costs 

to maintain them within the first couple months of 2016. 

 

 Upgraded existing staff PC’s and the office system with MS-365 software. 

PERSONNEL -  ERIC JATON, ELDER 
Trustin Johnson - Chair 
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LEADERSHIP 

Elected Officers 

 

Ruling Elders 

Board of Deacons 

President: Karen Butler 

Vice President: Stuart Carter 

Secretary: Eric Jaton 

Treasurer: Bill Simpson 

Class of 2016 

Karen Butler 

Stuart Carter 

Angel Down 

Eric Jaton 

 

Class of 2017 

Bruce Lavers 

Drew Paris 

Ed Rengli 

Bill Simpson 

 

Class of 2018 

Rae Stephenson 

Brian Pepelnjak 

Jennifer Down 

Mark Thompson 

Class of 2016 

Mary Dill 

Colleen Henry 

Craig & Leslie Kastelle 

Sylvia Kertesz (Sept. 1) 

Yvonne Londerville 

 

Class of 2017 

Randye Barsotti 

Ken & Sarah Sundin 

Carol Slaughterbeck 

Susan Stansberry 

Jacqueline Swanson 

Amy VeCera 

Class of 2018 

Joan Eble 

David Cray 

Joyce Bolz 

Terry Summe 

Jim Willett 

Moderator: Yvonne Londerville 
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 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

STEWARDSHIP, BILL SIMPSON, ELDER  
Joe Upton, Chair committee 

2016 North Creek Budget Summary: 

PERSONNEL:   
Personnel Ministry Team  1,450 
Salaries & Benefits  603,805 

  605,255 

   

OPERATIONS:   
Admininistration  83,730 
     Mortgage Reduction  30,865 
Facilities  68,500 
Finance  6,500 

Information Technology  13,750 

  203,345 

   

DISCIPLESHIP:   
Adult Ed  1,000 
Adult Group Ministries  9,520 
Children's  Ministry  9,050 
Nursery  1,000 
Student Ministry  7,600 
Media Team  8,000 
Memorial Team  2,600 
Weddings  350 
Welcome  1,000 

Worship & Arts  7,600 

  47,720 

   

EVANGELISM/MISSIONS:   
Missions  88,641 

Stephen Ministry  2,600 

  91,241 

   

TOTAL EXPENSES  947,561 

TOTAL RECEIPTS  947,561 

   

OVER (SHORT)  0  
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 CHURCH ADMINISTRATION 

FINANCE, BILL SIMPSON,ELDER  
Joe Upton, Chair  

2015 Pastor’s Compensation: 

  2015  2016 

  Compensation  Compensation 

     

Pastor     
Salary  50,490  50,490 
Housing Allowance  41,310  41,310 
Optional Dental Premium  1,161  1,161 

   Effective Salary  92,961  92,961 

     
Pension/ Medical Premium  35,092  35,092 
SECA  6,293  6,293 
Study Leave  2,000  2,000 
Labor & Industry Premium  521  551 

   Total Compensation   136,867  136,897 
Vacation  30 days  30 days 

     

     

     

     

Associate Pastor     
Salary  50,890  50,890 
Housing Allowance  25,500  25,500 
Optional Dental Premium  1,161  1,161 

   Effective Salary  77,551  77,551 

     
Pension/ Medical Premium  29,468  29,754 
SECA  5,431  5,431 
Study Leave  2,000  2,000 
Labor & Industry Premium  521  551 

   Total Compensation   114,971  115,287 
Vacation  30 days  30 days 
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WORSHIP AND MISSION 

  MISSIONAL OUTREACH – SARAH SWEENEY, ELDER 
Dennis Lambert, Chair 

2015 Mission Budget: 

Local Outreach  

Eagle Wings 2,800 

Matthew House 4,800 

Operation Nightwatch 2,950 

Tall Timber 1,000 

   

Action Teams   

Cocoon House 1,600 

Act Beyond 1,750 

Dinner at the Creek 2,700 

Food Pantry 8,300 

Haiti  5,275 

Helping Hands 2,000 

New Hope Uganda 20,000 

Anderson Sending Team 1,500 

Prison Ministry 350 

Community College 1,750 

   

Covenant Relationships   

General Assembly 1,500 

Presbytery 6,400 

Renewal Ministries 4,400 

Samaritan Counseling Center 1,000 

   

Global Outreach   

Multiplication Network  4,000 

Russian Mission Hospice 1,200 

   

Other   

Administration 1,000 

All Church Project 2,249 

Fire Relief 7,751 

Mini-Grants 4,225 

  

2015 MST Budget Total 90,500 
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STATISTICS 

2015 Statistical Report: 

Members                                                                   

Started January 2015 with    628  

 

2015 Membership Gains             

Profession of Faith    16   

Certificate of Transfer    10 

Reaffirmation of    7 

Reinstate     0            

Total Gains    33         

 

2015 Membership Losses         

Certificate of Transfer   0 

Inactivated    0                         

Deaths      4                                                  

           

Membership Rescinded   86 

Total Losses     90 

  

 

Ended December 2015 with   571              
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